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Gabriella Jane Berger 
7, Sunset Beach Elementary 


The Star-Advertiser presents an ornament 
each day through Dec. 23. 
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The Pulse of Paradise 


PROPERTY VALUES ON THE RISE 
The assessment values on residential 
properties have increased 6.1 percent 
across all Oahu regional zones for the 
2018-2019 fiscal year. The largest 
increases are in zones 5 (Kaaawa to 
Kahuku) and 6 (North Shore) while the 
smallest increases were in zones 3 
(East Honolulu), 4 (Waimanalo 

to Waikane) and 1 (Salt Lake to 
Kalihi.) 


TAX ASSESSMENTS 
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+8.5% 


PAST INCREASES 
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+13.4% 


PAST INCREASES 
2017....9.5% 
2016....3.6% 
2015....7.6% 
2014.....12% 


Source: Department 
of Budget and Fiscal 
Services 
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Oahu’ gross valuations of residential 
properties have grown about 6.1 percent 


By Gordon Y.K. Pang 
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to Mililani PAST INCREASES 
2017..12.6% 


2016....8.1% 


likely see their property taxes go up next year. 

The worst news is for residential property 

owners in the North Shore and 

Kaaawa-to-Kahuku regions, who 

are seeing their estimated values 

go up 12.1 percent and 13.4 per- 
cent, respectively, from this year. Ob- 
servers of the regions think values 
are going up because people are 
gobbling up houses there at exor- 
bitant prices and converting 
them to vacation rentals. 

Across Oahu, the valuations for residential 
properties are going up 6.1 percent for the 2018- 
2019 tax year. 

That’s less than the 6.9 percent increase being 
seen across all tax classification categories in- 
cluding hotel and resort properties (up 16.5 per- 
cent), commercial properties (up 7.5 percent) 

and industrial properties (up 8.9 percent). The 

total assessed value for the island’s taxable 
property now stands at $258.03 billion, up 
from $241.33 billion the prior year. 
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Honolulu 


+2.2% 


PAST INCREASES 
2017....2.6% 
2016.... 1.4% 
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Please see PROPERTY, A7 
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State to lend a hand to caregivers | ~~ 
By Kristen Consillio lotted just $600,000 for the pro- step and a first-of-its-kind pro- Wahine recognized 
kconsillio@staradvertiser.com gram, which is estimated to help gram in the nation,” said AARP 
between only 50 and 135 people spokesman Craig Gima. “Caregiv- : : oo 

The state is hoping its new pro- statewide over the next six ing is tough work. It’s a labor of Senior Em ily Maglio IS 
gram to provide up to $70 a dayin months. love, but there’s a cost for the the 13th UH middle to 
services to those caring for se- That’s a tiny fraction of the caregiver. Many have to leave the earn national honors 
niors will help keep caregiversin 154,000 caregivers in Hawaii, ac- workforce, and that affects their SPOREJ GI 


the workforce longer. 

The Kupuna Caregivers Pro- 
gram, run by the the Hawaii Execu- 
tive Office on Aging and signed into 


cording to the AARP, formerly 
known as the American Associa- 
tion of Retired Persons. Those 
154,000 people provide 144 mil- 


ability to save for their own retire- 
ment and their future caregiving 
needs. They also pay a price be- 
cause of stress and their health.” 


Traffic fatalities dip 


law by Gov. David Ige earlier this lion hours of unpaid care worth The program will seek more slightly statewide 
year, began taking applications an estimated $2.1 billion, accord- funds next legislative session, een 

Wednesday from people who work ing to AARP. The Legislature did though the amount has not been 

at least 30 hours a week while car- not fund a request for $6 million determined, said Caroline Cadirao, 

ing for a senior. The program will for the program. program systems manager for the Layoffs expected as 


pay for services such as adult day 
care, respite and transportation. 
However, lawmakers initially al- 


“The funding initially won’t 
meet the need that’s out there. 
(But) this is an important first 


Executive Office on Aging. 


Please see KUPUNA, A7 


THE MORE YOU GIVE, 


THE MORE YOU RECEIVE. 


Earn 10X Hawaiian Miles 
ano Enter to Win 80,000 More. 


HAWAIIANMiles. 


DowDuPont consolidates 
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Spend $100 or more at International Market Place 
retailers or restaurants December 16 &17 and 
receive 10 HawaiianMiles for every $1 spent. 


INTERNATIONAL 
MARKET. PLACE 


Void where prohibited. Valid between December 16, 2017-December17, 2017. 
Full rules: ShopInternationalMarketPlace.com/holidays 


